
Our D3057-6L, Reagent 99% Diisopropylamine, is pack-

aged for direct substitution of the reagent bottle on the 

SWAN Sodium Monitors - SOLO and Soditrace. 

 Wheaton makes this bottle for media storage,  thus boro-

silicate glass with graduations, and built to withstand 

multiple autoclaving. Add the cost of sending the bottles out to 

be coated, and it becomes a premium priced container.   

The advantage here is the built-in safety package.    

Diisopropylamine has a flash point of minus 7 0C.   

Your safety demands purchase of this product in the exact “point-of-use” container.  

Scintillation: Physics. A flash of light produced in a phosphor by absorption of an ionizing particle or photon. 
Scintilla became important to me when my  first “sales engineer” job found me selling nuclear counting equipment.  De-
tection was by sensing the tiny “scintilla” of light produced by the capture of the radioactive energy from beta and gamma 
emissions.  The light was photo multiplied, then amplified and sorted by analog-to-digital spectrometer.  Commonly 
called “scintillation counters”, designs were very different for beta and gamma.  Sodium iodide crystals were used for 
gamma detectors, so, the designs’ geometry was important.  Tritium and Carbon-14 detection required samples be in 
solution, so that’s where the “chemistry” came in.  Different matrixes affected light conversion, and this “quench”,  had to 

be corrected for in each sample.  By the mid-70’s these instruments were micro-processor controlled with sophisticated on-line com-
puters controlling fancy sample changing mechanisms to process as many as a thousand samples.  Radioisotopes were expensive, 
so we taught our customers how to optimize for highest counting efficiency. 
 

All of us possess a cache of expertise in a particular field of knowledge. Individually, that cache proves invaluable; 
shared, and it contributes to the general knowledge; then, collectively, we all benefit.  I think of knowledge as power if it 
collectively changes our way of doing things.  The banner is “Scintilla” because it’s no big deal.  But it’s a low  key way 
of selling that lets me present detail, which is difficult on the phone.  And, your phone time is limited...so, please, please 
me...read me. 
 

In the late 70’s I moved back to the country and helped establish Scien-
tific Products as a major player in the Industrial Labs of New England. 
Today it’s “VWR Scientific Products” - sigh - and their logo incorporates 
a revived S/P logo from the eighties. 

Mallinckrodt, an innovator in packaging,  was first to offer about 20 low flash 
point solvents in PVC coated bottles, and, S/P was exclusive with Mallinckrodt.  
At $3 per bottle more, it was not the easy conversion I thought it would be. Unfor-
tunately, it was an accident that prompted my largest account 
to convert all solvents to the safety PVC.  I had made the pres-
entation three months prior. This pharmaceutical plant had a 
fire causing personal injury, when a solvent was dropped 
breaking other bottles of incompatible dry chemicals.   
The package is such an integral way of making  routine haz-
ards safe. A “point-of-use” container can be moved about the 
plant with greatly reduced risk  because the unit of measure is 
safely packaged. Differences in cost must be weighed to the 
liability.   
Our product—D3057-6L—is a reasonable compromise be-
tween the pricey OEM product, and the very cheap 4L plain 
glass bottle, which I refuse to offer. 

SCINTILLA 

Brand name dominance has re-
sulted in steep prices.       
You now have a choice! 

A quality manufacturers’ product 
sold directly to end users. 
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A SALESLETTER  AND CUSTOMER ADVISORY  IN THE INTEREST  THAT  KNOWLEDGE IS POWER  AND  EXPERIENCE SAVES 
A STELLA PUBLICATION, DS&M-SCIENTIFIC, VERSHIRE, VERMONT 05079 

Chemists serving the process needs of chemists 
Serving the power generation industry 

NEPPD-Gerald Gentleman Plant in Sutherland,NE 
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 SOLO and Soditrace. 
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REAGENT CHEMICALS FOR INDUSTRY


